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MISSION STATEMENT

With doors wide open, we welcome all to come and
discover how God’s love in Christ connects us
more deeply with each other, our community,
the world and with God.
With arms wide open, we welcome all who are
looking for something more, who have questions,
who want to make a difference as they learn,
serve and reach out in word and deed.
With hearts wide open, we welcome you.
~ Open Doors - Open Arms - Open Hearts ~

60 East Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771
The Reverend Dr. Jeffrey D. Prey, Pastor
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PHONE: (516)922-5477
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Church Membership:

If you are a newcomer to

First Presbyterian Church, you are invited to
consider church membership. Jeff welcomes the
opportunity to receive you in Christian friendship.
Please let him know when considering membership
at the First Presbyterian.
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FROM

JEFF=S

DESK...

Chris Hogg shared with me FDR’s “Prayer on D-Day” and I would share some parts of it here
with you. Speaking to the country at a pivotal time, Roosevelt drew our thoughts to our
dependence on God. Aware of the sacrifices that had been made, and - that were about to be
made, he sought God’s blessings on behalf of all. Because, sometimes sacrifice is necessary to
keep evil at bay.
He offered this prayer, I think, because prayer reminds us we are not in this alone. Prayer is
also intended to be more than a “one off” affair. As Roosevelt prays:
Many people have urged that I call the Nation into a single day of special prayer.
But because the road is long and the desire is great, I ask that our people
devote themselves in a continuance of prayer. As we rise to each new day, and
again when each day is spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, invoking Thy
help to our efforts.
Give us strength, too - strength in our daily tasks…
And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows that may
come, to impart our courage unto our sons wheresoever they may be.
And, O Lord, give us Faith. Give us Faith in Thee; Faith in our sons; Faith in each
other; Faith in our united crusade. Let not the keenness of our spirit ever be
dulled. Let not the impacts of temporary events, of temporal matters of but
fleeting moment let not these deter us in our unconquerable purpose.
We may look at the world around us - both here in our country, and on war-torn lands farther
away - and wonder where we might find hope… where we would experience peace… where
differences might be laid aside and a sense of community might again be found. Maybe,
if we committed to a continuance of prayer, we might see and experience what we yearn for.

November...
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UPCOMING

Deacons
House M.T. Meeting
Baby & Me Group
Choir Practice
New Members Party
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Communion Worship
Worship M.T. Meeting
C.E./Sunday School Meeting
Confirmation Class
Baby & Me Group
Choir Practice
Community Supper
Congregational Mtg.
Holiday Fair Set-up
Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due
Silent Auction goes live
What Presbyterians Believe
Session
Baby & Me Group
Choir Practice
Holiday Fair
First Sunday in Advent/St. Andrew’s Day
Mission M.T. Meeting
Bookies

EVENTS
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:20 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 – 4:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

TREASURER>S

REPORT

September 2022
General Fund Summary
Amt. Received
$10,314

Avg. Monthly Expense
$25,320

Over/(Under)
($15,006)

YTD Received
$187,892

YTD Expense
$220,970

Over/(Under)
($32,078)

Amt. Received
$427

Avg. Monthly Pmt.
$2,100

Over/(Under)
($1,673)

YTD Received
$16,863

YTD Pmt.
$16,937

Over/(Under)
**

Mission Fund Summary

** Mission disbursements are made quarterly.

S T E W A R D SH I P
Gratitude
“An attitude of gratitude is a never-ending prayer.”
“Gratitude and faith are brothers, and their children—optimism and enthusiasm—are first cousins.”
“Gratitude can transform common days into Thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and change
ordinary opportunities into blessings.”
“Blessed is he who remembers to say ‘thanks,’ and who forgets to expect others to.”
“When was the last time you thanked your Creator for the gift of life?”
“We increased our ability, stability, and responsibility when we increase our sense of accountability
to God.” [Up Words, William Arthur Ward]

AFor where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.@
Matthew 6:21

DEACON NOTES
The Deacons met on October 4, 2022.
• Opened in prayer.
• Deacon minutes were approved.
• Treasurer’s report given.
• Blood Drive was successful with 33 units collected.
• There was a good turnout for Rally Day.
• Halloween gift cards will be sent to college students.
• We approved buying a full-page ad for the Life Enrichment Center’s gala.
• SWOT form was explained and discussed.
• Committees were discussed.
• Joys & Concerns were shared.
• Report from Session given.
• Closed in prayer.

SESSION NOTES
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Oyster Bay held a regular meeting both in person and on Zoom on
October 18, 2022.
CLERK’S REPORT: Session voted to approve calling the annual autumn meeting of the congregation for Sunday,
November 13, 2022 immediately after worship, to receive the report of the Nominating Committee and elect
Elders and Deacons and to vote on adopting the new Mission Statement developed by the Long Range Task Force.
MODERATOR’S REPORT: Jeff noted that the People’s Pantry is looking for new board members to help them
professionalize their operations. They particularly need those interested in helping with marketing, management
and grant writing.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Session reviewed and received the Treasurer's Report for September 2022. Jerry noted
that we do continue to have a significant deficit, including the budgeted structural deficit of about $37,000 that
maybe reached before the end of the full year.
CHURCH SUPPORT: As the Finance Committee has considered the budget for 2023 they have become
increasingly concerned about the ongoing structural deficit. Session received and approved a proposal from them
to address this structural deficit.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The committee has completed its work and will submit its slate of nominees for
Elders and Deacons to the congregation at the November 13, 2022 Congregational Meeting.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: The committee will be meeting soon to conduct annual reviews.
ELDER TRAINING/LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE: Session discussed the SWOT analysis
prepared and being collated by Richard Kveton. This had initially been circulated back in May; completing it
again at this time will be an opportunity to update responses or send one in if officers did not do so the first time.
The questionnaire will also be available for the congregation to fill out.
WORSHIP MINISTRY: The Team is planning for the upcoming Advent and Christmas season. Jeff has been
following up with the pastor at Mill Neck School for the Deaf about offering American Sign Language at some of
our services.
MISSION: Jerry reported on the new Community Dinners. The second event, held in October, had 75 attendees
and was a great success. They expect a similar turnout at the November 12 dinner. There are about 30 people who
have signed up to volunteer for the dinners. Jerry is developing a defined process and timeline for running the
events so that those who volunteer each time have a system to follow. He noted that the attendees, largely seniors
and clients from the People’s Pantry, were so appreciative and truly enjoyed the gathering. Gilbert Lim will be
providing musical offerings for some of the dinners.
MEMBERSHIP & OUTREACH: Deb and Jeff are planning a new members class for the fall. Plans for the
Holiday Fair also are underway.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Isa noted that the Christmas Pageant will be December 8. Jeff reported on the strong
start of the Confirmation Class.
THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO JOIN ALL MINISTRY TEAMS!
Please contact one of the elders in charge if you are interested in joining that committee.
Ministry

Team

Christian Ed
House
Worship
Church Support
Mission
Membership & Outreach

Elders Isa Gutierrez & Maria McCumiskey
Elders Judy Wasilchuk & Dick Longworth
Elders Ken Pollitt & Ian McCurdy
Elders Jerry Lalonde & Richard Kveton
Elders Efrain Azmitia, Selina Collier & Clerk Cathy Hogg
Elders Deborah Hudak & Donald Purdy

CONGREGATIONAL CALL
THE MEMBERS OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF OYSTER BAY, NEW YORK, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ITS BYLAWS, ARE CALLED TO MEET ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP
SERVICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING THE REPORT OF THE

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

AND ELECTING

ELDERS AND DEACONS TO THREE-YEAR TERMS ON THE SESSION AND BOARD OF DEACONS.

N ew M ember ’ s G a th er i ng

4th

,

7-9
hosted by Deborah Hudak
at
Mariners Walk Clubhouse.

S T.

Jeff will be convening a new member’s class after
our gathering in November.

ANDREW'S

DAY

We will be celebrating our Presbyterian Scottish Heritage on
Saint Andrews Day, Sunday, November 27th.
On August 17, 1560, reformer John Knox and five of his colleagues presented the first reformed
Confession of Faith written in the English language to the parliament of Scotland. "The Scots Confession",
as it is now known, united all of Scotland in its politics and in the church. This is the birth of the Church of
Scotland, and we - Presbyterians - became a new denomination of Christians.
We will celebrate our heritage in descent from the Church of Scotland. Part of our worship service
litany, will come from "The Scots Confession" and Church of Scotland, and we will have special Scottish Music.
To be part of the Day:
!
!
!
!

Wear your kilts or tartans, plaids in a pinch (you may know the difference - all tartans are plaids,
but not all plaids are tartans) or other Celtic patterns
Invite or Bring a friend, coworker or neighbour of Scottish descendent to church
Come & Enjoy the “The Ceilidh” (Scottish Celebration) at our Fellowship.
Share a favourite Scottish food, treat, or recipe.
"Aye Yours"…

C h r i s t m a s Pa g e a n t

Calling all shepherds,
animals, angels, kings,
Mary and Joseph

Music practice has begun…. Sunday mornings briefly after
children’s message and before class.
Pageant Practice schedule will be announced

O per ati o n Ch r i s tm as Ch i ld

Please Include: a donation of $10.00 per box
to help cover the cost of delivery.
Checks are recommended; rather than cash.
Please Write the check to: Samaritan’s Purse.

BOOKIES
The "Bookies" discuss Braiding Sweetgrass
Wednesday, November 30
at 6:30 PM
(in person and on Zoom)

by Robin Kimmerer
As a botanist, Robin Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of
nature with the tools of science. As a member of the Citizen Potawatomi
Nation, she embraces the notion that plants and animals are our oldest
teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these lenses of knowledge
together to show that the awakening of a wider ecological consciousness
requires the acknowledgement and celebration of our reciprocal relationship
with the rest of the living world. For only when we can hear the languages of
other beings are we capable of understanding the generosity of the earth, and
learning to give our own gifts in return.
Robin Kimmerer writes about the natural world from a place of such abundant passion that one can
never quite see the world the same way after having seen it from her eyes. She shows how the factual,
objective approach of science can be enriched by the ancient knowledge of the indigenous people. It is the
images of giant cedars, and wild strawberries, a forest in the rain and a meadow of fragrant sweetgrass
what will stay with us long after the book is finished. Enjoy!!
See you then, Joan

Special thanks to our Work Camp Fundraiser Hero Maria, who volunteered full time during
the Oysterfest Saturday and Sunday helping the work camp crew raise money.
And… a very successful fundraiser it was!
Also thanks to Susan, Anya and Phil and the work camp crew.

Maria was amazing!
The kids were great too!!

Long-Range Planning Task Force 2.0
-

Jeff has introduced the proposed new Mission Statement to be adopted at the November
Congregational meeting:
With doors wide open, we welcome all to come and discover how
God’s love in Christ connects us more deeply with each other,
our community, the world, and with God.
With arms wide open, we welcome all who are looking for something
more, who have questions, who want to make a difference as
they learn, serve, and reach out in word and deed.
With hearts wide open, we welcome you.
~ Open Doors - Open Arms - Open Hearts ~

Jen’s Baby & Me Group is meeting weekly, structured as follows:
o
Hello song
o
Introduce ourselves – the little ones beat the syllables of their names on a drum. Big Hit!
o
1-2 songs/dance/play instruments
o
Free play for little ones; icebreaker or conversation starters for adults.
o
Clean up
o
Blow bubbles
o
Goodbye song
Jen thanks everyone for their support.
-

The Second Community Dinner hosted 75 very appreciative guests. Selina is looking for
volunteers to bake brownies for dessert!

-

The People’s Pantry homework help program is using our building.
Jessica is working with Jeff on Music Outreach plans.
The LRPTF Christian Education Committee is working on revisions to the CE Handbook.
We are in very early discussions with the Mill Neck School for the Deaf to possibly incorporate
ASL (American Sign Language) in one of our services each month.

We will continue to keep the congregation informed, and invite participation in all of these efforts!
Respectfully submitted,
Jerry Lalonde

Food Pantry donations for November and December
During the Holiday season, let’s focus on some Holiday treats!

Cake mixes & Baking supplies
Brownie mixes
Canned pumpkin
Maple Syrup
Hot cocoa
Boxes of cookies
Granola bars
Ritz and saltine crackers
Canned fruits, veggies and beans are always needed!
Bring donations up on Sunday during the Children’s Message,
drop off at the Church anytime during the week when the office is open,
or take them to the local pantry most convenient to you:

The People’s Pantry
123 Audrey Avenue, Oyster Bay, NY
Accepting donations on Wednesdays from 12-6 and Fridays from 9-3 pm.
Shopping: Senior Wednesdays 3 pm-6 pm; Community Shopping Fridays 11 am-3 pm
To volunteer, go their website at https://peoplelovingpeople.net/volunteer-form
North Shore Community Church Food Pantry
209 South St, Oyster Bay, NY
Accepting donations at church office (on the corner) on Thursday and Friday between 10-3,
or Saturday morning at the back door of the church between 9-10.
Shopping: the pantry is open for shopping every Saturday morning from 9-10
NOSH Food Pantry/North Shore Soup Kitchen
NOSH is currently accepting donations of non-perishable food at its new permanent home:
32 School Street (back entrance), Glen Cove
weekdays between 9am-1pm (closed Wednesday and weekends)
North Shore Soup Kitchen has re-opened and is accepting donations for its food pantry at First
Baptist Church, 7 Continental Place, Glen Cove, on Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
9am and noon.
Mimi Mernin’s Food Pantry, Village Church, Bayville,
9 Mountain Avenue, Bayville, NY
Donations may be left in a bin at the back of the Church which is emptied daily. 516-628-2737
Thanks for helping us to help our neighbors!

November...
6 Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Jonah 4:5-11

20 Christ the King
Scripture:

Luke 10:27-37
Sermon:

“A Bigger Tent”

Genesis 18:10-14
1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Sermon:

“Against All Odds”

13 Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
Congregational Meeting
Scripture:
Sermon:

Proverbs 4:18-19

27 First Sunday in Advent
St. Andrew’s Sunday

John 8:12

Scripture:

“The Light Shines”

Sermon:

Psalm 46
“God Is Like a Fort”

