
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 

Is your device muted?  Thanks for checking. 
 

DECEMBER 7, 2025  10:00 A.M. 
 

With doors wide open, we welcome all to come and discover how  
God’s love in Christ connects us more deeply with each other,  

our community, the world and with God. 
With arms wide open, we welcome all who are looking for something more,  

who have questions, who want to make a difference as  
they learn, serve and reach out in word and deed. 

With hearts wide open, we welcome you. 
 

PREPARING TO HEAR GOD'S WORD 
PRELUDE 
INTROIT: “People Look East”   
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
   Pastor: A voice cries, “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 
People: We are preparing our hearts for the God of love to come into  

the world. 
 

*HYMN # 2 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
 God of our light and salvation, the bright Morning Star, we confess that we have 
grown accustomed to darkness. 
 In your light we see challenges to our stability and comfort. We look at ourselves 
and into our own hearts and deepest thoughts, and we do not like what you show us. 
Forgive us our many sins. In this season of Advent and beyond, teach us to walk in 
your light, in the power of your Holy Spirit, as disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
*RESPONSE: #579  AGloria Patri@ 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. Amen. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ANTHEM: “The People That Walked in Darkness” from Messiah  G. F. Handel  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
HANGING OF THE GREENS /LIGHTING OF THE TREE – “The Holy & the Ivy” Insert 
A TIME TO GREET ONE ANOTHER 

 

 



HEARING GOD'S WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 9:1-2 Pew Bible Page 671 

NEW TESTAMENT:   Matthew 4:12-17 Pew Bible Page 935 

SERMON:             “The People that Walked in Darkness” Jeff Prey 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD 
 

*HYMN #13 “Prepare the Way” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 

PRAYER RESPONSE: Hymn #25 AAway in a Manger@ 
 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

 And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

DEDICATION OF OUR PLEDGES AND OFFERING OF GIFTS AND TITHES   

OFFERTORY: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  

*DOXOLOGY: 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 

 Here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

TAKING GOD'S WORD TO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN #20 “Watchman Tell Us of the Night” 
*THE BENEDICTION 
PASSING THE PEACE: AMay God's peace be with you@ 
CHORAL AMEN 
POSTLUDE  

Worship has ended; let Service begin. 
 

We thank the soloist this morning, Daniel Klein for  

sharing his musical talent. 
 

* Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

The Lay Reader this morning is Jennifer Newitt. 
 

~ Open Doors - Open Arms - Open Hearts ~ 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us.  Please join us again next Sunday. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Scripture Readings: Luke 1:46-49  
 
 



Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry donations will be collected by the  Sunday School children before the Children’s 

Message on Sundays.Please place the Blue Bags with your donation at the end of the pew. Blue 

Bags are available in vestibule. Your donations are greatly appreciated, Thank you! 

DECEMBER 7, 2025… During the musical prelude we ask that you prepare for worship by quiet prayer 
and reflection. If you are visiting our virtual worship service, we extend a special welcome. Chancel 
flowers are a great opportunity to honor, or remember loved ones and to celebrate special occasions. 
If you like to sign up, the flower chart is located in the office hallway or call the church office to make 
arrangements. Welcome Packets can be found at either door and are available for visitors, also 
available to take and share with your neighbors or anyone else, so as to introduce them to the church. 
Please feel free to visit our website www.oysterbaypresbyterian.org, or call the church office if you 
have any questions. 
 

OUR SPECIAL MINISTRY OF PRAYER ... Please keep the following people in your prayers: Sylvie, 
Darrell, Anne, Jen, Cindy, Dick, and all those suffering from cancer, special prayers for those suffering 
from the wars in Ukraine, the Mideast, and other areas where conflict reigns, for the veterans and 
military personnel returning from service wounded in body, mind or spirit, and all those going through 
difficult times. 
 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS … are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Maureen and 

Darrell Albers’ parents, Dorothy & James Clifford and Fanna & Ted Albers by Maureen Albers. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY …     COFFEE HOUR …    
 December 9 Holly R. 12 Catherine T.     Today:  Advent Brunch 

  12 Glenn N. 13 Alex H.     Next Week: Caroline, Scott H & May & Don McD.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER ... If you have need for special prayers, concerns or thanksgivings, please call the church 

office 922-5477or Kristine L. 922-3126.  
 

This week… 
 Today  Sunday Worship & Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
   Advent Brunch 11:00 a.m. 
    Pageant Practice 11:30 a.m. 
 

 Sat 12/13 Pageant Practice 9:45 – 12:00 p.m. 
       Community Dinner 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
 Sun  12/14 Pageant Practice – Final Run 8:45 a.m. 
       Christmas Pageant Worship 10:00 a.m. 
    Christmas Flower Requests due   
 

 Coming Up… What Presbyterians Believe  December 15 
       Session Meeting December 16 
       Holiday Sharing Program due December 21 
    Christmas Eve Services December 24 
     at 5:00 and 9:30 p.m. 
 
     
        

 

                  

  
 
 
       

 
 

 
       

 
 

SERMON OUTLINE 
 

“THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS” 
 

Introduction: Solstice 

 I. Darkness & Distress 

  A. invasion 

  B. hope 

 II. The Greatness of the light 

  A. imagination 

  B.  the illuminated path 

  

December 13, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 

or 



  
  



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #733941-A 



 


